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An Inquiry of Mishima Tea bowl
—A Lifelong Study

Masafumi ABE

Professor, Department of Humanities, Faculty of Humanities,
Kyushu Women's University

ABSTRACT
Study of china and porcelain is a lifework research. This is due to the
deepness in parts of the scientific and artistic research. This is an examination
of the relationship of Japan and Korea concerning an inquiry of Mishima tea
bowl and to express my opinions in regards to the research subject.
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A Forgotten Sense of Community
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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this paper is to find out the common theme of a sense of
community in three literary works which were published at different periods
in Japan and America. The three literary works that I will discuss are
“Absolution” by F. Scott Fitzgerald, Sekai no Chushin de Ai wo Sakebu by
Kyouichi Katayama, and “I See You Never” by Ray Bradbury.

In “Absolution,” a sense of community is embodied in the priest’s demeanor.
He assumes his responsibility for asking a question at the confession which
prompts the boy to tell him a lie and thereby causes him fear and pain. He
finds profound humanity in the boy's statement that “with gathering nausea”
the boy had “felt his heart—valves weakening at the will of God.” The priest
knows that he is risking his status as a priest but despite that helps the boy
out of his difficulty, thus revealing his belief in the importance of human
communion,

At the beginning of the novel Sekai no Chushin de Ai wo Sakebu, we wilness
the protagonist Sakutaro’'s pain in the fact that he cannot find any connection
between him and his surrounding world. At the core of his suffering is his
inability to forget the willful cruelty with which he had ignored his
girlfriend’s need to escape from the fear of dying of leukemia. He realizes that
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the reason for his cruelty fo Aki lay in the fact that he was unconsciously
immersed in the imaginary world of his own civilized life. This realization
comes to him when he recollects the past scene in Yumeshima, in which he
was standing at the threshold of a room listening to Aki humming a song.
This was one of the few places that he and Aki had enjoyed themselves. This
is the author's evocation of Sakutaro's long forgotten sense of community and
a suggestion that he could find a measure of healing for his wounds.

In “I See You Never", as Cleanth Brooks and Robert Penn Warren say,
through the awareness of Mrs. O'Brian, we become aware of the difficulty of
human communion within the civilized world, but at the same time we realize
the author’s belief that as human beings we are not alone, and that ultimately
we can understand each other.

KEY WORDS : self-reflection, civilized life, a sense of community
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