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ABSTRACT

Japan, being a nation with a large population of senior citizens, has an
important social issue as to whether the elderly can lead a healthy and
happy life mentally as well as physically. Though many learning programs
are offered for the elderly, most of them are lectures which, once finished,
cannot be pursued further.

In order to lead a happy healthy life, it is necessary for them to
participate in social activities with other people. Now it is urgently required
to create frameworks in which they can employ their acquired abilities and
play an active role in their society.

In Nohgata and Kurate in Fukuoka Prefecture, a project has continued
for more than ten years. In the project, elderly people learn at a
community learning center, kouminkan, and go to elementary and junior high
schools where they share their wisdom and experiences with children. This
project has brought about a great change in schools, among the children,
and in the local community. The elderly participants feel their efforts have
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contributed much to the communities.
The purpose of this paper is to examine the reasons of the project’s
success, its problems, and its future development.

KEY WORDS: learning, participation, social activity, volunteer, community
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An Interpretation of Tanka "Sumisakanoie"
A difficult Tanka by Kakinomotonoasomi Hitomaro

Masafumi ABE

Former Professor, Department of Humanities, Faculty of Humanities,
Kyushu Women's University

ABSTRACT

This Tanka in the Manyo-shu had been considered very difficult to
comprehend. However, I found that the reason is not the difficulty in
reading, rather it is the mistake in how it is read.

Conventionally, when we read “kimigaieniwagasumisakanoiejiwomo”, most
scholars thought it was difficult to interpret. In other words, the scholars
understood the interpreted version of “kimigaieniwagasumu” and this caused
various arguments, because “community relationships” was the rule in those
days.

This Tanka should be separated after the first five syllables. “ni” in
“kimigaieni” is accompanied with “mo” and is a word to make a phrase.
“mo” is the same as in “iejiwomo”. If we separate the first five syllables,
it means that “a man goes to see a woman”, which is consistent with
the rule in those days. This is the parallel expression that they looked at
one road from point of view of men and women. As an example of this
Tanka, we can present “The moon” by Buzennootome. This theory can be
proved grammatically and as a result, we can dissolve the difficulty of this
Tanka.

Key words: Manyo-shu
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READING SEICHO MATSUMOTO FOR LIFELONG
LEARNING

Keiko OGIHARA

Professor, Department of Humanities, Faculty of Humanities,
Kyushu Women’s University

ABSTRACT

The year 2009 marks the hundredth anniversary of the birth of Seicho
Matsumoto. To celebrate this occasion, the Matsumoto Seicho Memorial
Museum in Kitakyushu City, his birthplace, has conducted a series of
events. As part of a study funded by Kitakyushu City concerning “Hometown
Literature: Literary Works Given Birth to by Kitakyushu City,” this paper
discusses selected works of Seicho Matsumoto under the title, “Reading
Seicho Matsumoto for Lifelong Learning: Literary Works Given Birth to by
Kitakyushu City.” The works that are discussed are “Hansei No Ki,” “Aru
‘Kokura Nikki’ Den,” and “Ryouzou Mori Oogai.”

What kind of stage was Kitakyushu for Seicho Matsumoto? His attachment
to his birthplace made him pay particular attention to Oogai Mori. On
the extended line that connects Kokura and the giant figure of Oogai
Mori, Seicho Matsumoto sits watching quietly with his sharp eyes. Seicho
Matsumoto’s gaze upon Oogai was filled with pathos for a a giant who
was subject to the events of his times.

KEY WORDS: Lifelong Learning/Literature/Education
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Research concerning the consciousness of smoke-free
education of female junior college students who
plan to become health teachers

Hiroko ISODA

Associate Professor, Department of School-Nursing,
Kyushu Women’s Junior College

ABSTRACT

A survey of Smoke-Free Education readiness was conducted in 2009
on students whose goal is to hold a school-nursing position in the
future. Students who are aiming for a school-nursing position promoting
school health display a high awareness of Smoke-Free Education and 92%
showed they want to promote Smoke-Free Education in schools when
they attain school-nursing positions. Moreover, 82% of students were they
know someone in their lives who is a smoker. The relationships the
students have with the smokers break down in the following way: 40%
of the smokers were fathers of the students, 9% were mothers, 10% were
grandparents, 9% were brothers, 3% were sisters and the remaining 29%
were comprised of other relations (some claimed multiple answers). These
students, armed with proper knowledge hope to begin developing programs
during their course of study which will allow them to teach health
education in schools to students from an early stage.
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THE LIFELONG LEARNING PIONEERS (PART 1)

Nazario BUSTOS, Ph. D.

Director and Professor, Lifelong Learning Research Institute
Ohka Gakuen University

ABSTRACT

The final purpose of this series is to present the life and the educational
ideas and activities of nine great educators of Tokugawa (Edo) Japan.
I have selected them based on my research on the Lifelong Learning
Movement in Japan for almost 20 years. All of them should be considered
as pioneers in the development of the lifelong learning concept, aim,
meaning, practice and ideal.

The nine are well known in Japan and some of them have an important
international reputation. Eight of them are Japanese nationals (Hayashi
Razan, Nakae Toju, Ito Jinsai, Ishida Baigan, Motoori Norinaga, Hirose
Tanso, Ogata Koan and Yoshida Shoin) and one of them is a German-born
physician ( Philipp Franz von Siebold).

In this first part, I will present a brief introduction to the relationships
between the educational activities in the Edo period and the present
lifelong learning conception as well as a scenario of the lifelong learning
opportunities and the existing network at the time.

Key words: Edo period, lifelong learning opportunities
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