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Role of Agriculture as the Starting Point in Food Supply Chain 
Regarding the Proposal on Reducing the Public Hygienic Risks  

 
Satoshi Mimura and Hiroshi Yokogawa 

 
 

Abstract 
Against the background of increase of population in the world, concentration of population into 

cities and rapid progress of transportation-techniques, the globalization of economies penetrates 
into the food supply chain. Under these tendencies people insist that the HACCP-approach should 
be applied to the food supply chain. 

 The present study aims to explore the present level of the GAP(Good Agricultural Practice) 
from view point of the general principles of the CODEX and the GLOBALG.A.P, the differences 
between the JGAP and the GLOBALG.A.P and the possibilities of the strengthening of risk 
management elements in the GAP in the near future. 

     
Keywords: Food supply chain, HACCP-approach, GAP(GLOBALG.A.P, JGAP), Public 

hygienic risks, Risk management, 
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Line-up of investment trusts by regional banks in Japan 
Yuji MORI 

 
Abstract 

In this paper, we explored the line-up of investment trusts by regional banks in Japan. Various 
studies have been conducted on the sales of investment trusts by banks. But, a few studies have 
targeted theirs line-up of investment trusts. We found that the scale and the financial stability of 
regional banks had a significant effect on the line-up of regional banks. Our case studies about 
regional banks located in Fukuoka Prefecture shows some bigger banks adopted more numbers of 
investment trusts and a more variety of the line-up. 
 

Keywords: investment trusts, regional banks, line-up, Cross section regression analysis, 
case study 
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Study to Raise the Hope of the Each Citizen 
 

Akihiro FUJIBUCHI 
 

Abstract 
This study wish citizens of Miyawaka city have rich hope. And this study wish citizens go to the hope. 
By the way, what is necessary to make such citizens? This study performed a questionnaire to citizens of 

Miyawaka city to demand it. 
As a result of investigation, two became clear. Primarily the interchange with the person by volunteer activity 

and a workshop or the learning is the most important. Second it is important for a citizen to raise a feeling of 
worth doing of their work. 

This study hopes to use this result in the local government such as other cities, towns and villages.  
 
Keywords: questionnaire, citizens, hope, interchange of citizens, feeling of worth doing of the work , 

local government 
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Aspects of self-concept interpersonal relationships and stress coping of young people 

with Internet dependency 
 

Enka TOMONO  
 

Abstract 
This study involved interviews and new edition TEG-  to young people with Internet 

dependency and examined aspects of “self-concept and interpersonal relationships” and 
stress coping. They are classified into four patterns with "Self-denial other-affirmative 
(escape basis) evasive interpersonal relationship" as the most frequent. The common 
stress is vertical human relations and collective activity. "Self others-affirmative 
(cooperative)  open interpersonal relationship" is the least common. They are seeking 
self-affirmation through the Internet. The Internet helps with stress coping and those 
who do not feel interpersonal stress are considered as lacking interpersonal relationships. 
That indicates a need for human relationship formation assistance. 
 
Keyword young people with Internet dependency Aspects of self-concept interpersonal 

relationships Stress coping 
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Research on teaching methods of the students in Mongolian native language of the Japanese 
language  specialty in the university in  Inner Mongolia   In the center of the perspective of 

studying second language acquisition theory 
 
 

ARONG  BAO 
Abstract 

It is the unshakable responsibility of the teachers in the minority areas to train the 
international talents for the minority areas. For the students who are taught in Mongolian in 
Inner Mongolia, it starts very later that the foreign languages are regarded as the major in our 
universities. The study that is about the education and teaching isn’t enough. The thesis is based 
on the investigation results of the students taught in Mongolian who are learning foreign 
language in four universities in Inner Mongolia. Combining the international advanced theory of 
second language acquisition, the thesis analyzes some questions in teaching for the students in 
Japanese major who are taught in Mongolian in Inner Mongolia University, and explains the 
methods and theories.  

  
Keywords: Japanese Major in Inner Mongolia University, the students who are taught in 

Mongolian,  second language acquisition theory, teaching method 
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“Theory of mind" and others in college student men and women among university students 

 
Himiko Ozawa 

Kyushu Kyoritsu University Research Institute 
 

Abstract 
Differences in how humans and robots in hero and heroine roles are understood in stories on 

understanding otherness were investigated in university students (N = 119). A false-belief task 
and an intention-understanding task were used as "theory of mind" tasks. Results of chi-square 
tests indicated significant differences in understanding otherness and difference in classification 
between tasks with robots in all students, as well as between males and females. It is concluded 
that there are gender, and individual differences in perceived importance of robots others and 
artifacts in stories. 

 
Keywords : “theory of mind”,  false-belief task,  intention-understanding task,  

other understanding    
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A numerical simulation on topographic changes of the Sone tidal flat due to changes in the Kusami River jetty 
Haruyuki KOJIMA, Shuguang YAN 

 
Abstract 

  The Sone tidal flat in Kitakyushu city has a dry flat of about 517ha during ebb tides. It is one of the nicest spots for the 
wild bird observation through the four seasons. It is also famous as the breeding ground of Horseshoe crab (Tachypleus 
tridentatus). In the southern end of the flat, the Kusami River flows into the flat. A 1500m long jetty has been constructed at 
the river mouth for a land reclamation project, which was planned in the early 1970’s. Since the planned project has however 
been canceled, removal of the portion or whole of the jetty has been considered with environmental concerns and 
deterioration of its structure. This study presents results of the numerical simulation, consisted of a fluid flow model and a 
sediment transport model, of changes in flow fields and bathymetries around the Kusami River mouth due to the removal of 
the jetty. The computed results imply that a 200m long opening of the jetty may be equivalent to the removal of the entire 
jetty on bathymetric changes by deposition of river sediment. 
 

Keywords: jetty removal, numerical simulation, flow fields, bathymetric changes, Sone tidal flat   
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Temperature and Phase of Carbon Particles growing in the Sheath near Substrate Surface 
generated by a Low Pressure Hot-Cathode Columnar Plasma 

 
Tatsuzo NAGAI, Masamichi NAITOH and Fumiya SHOJI 

 
Abstract 

The temperature and phase of carbon particles (size: about 10 1000nm) growing in the sheath of 
a low pressure hot-cathode columnar plasma are investigated theoretically based on experimental 
findings. A basic equation for the temperature is derived according to the following situation. 
Carbon particles are first in equilibrium with surrounding plasma and then irradiated by thermal 
radiation from the substrate. In addition, cooling due to collision between carbon particles and 
gas molecules is also taken into account by using the kinetic theory of gases. The numerical 
integration of the basic equation led to the following results. The temperature of carbon particles 
increases first exponentially and then gradually approaches a maximum value. The maximum 
value is determined by the substrate temperature and emissivity ratio, i.e. carbon particle’s 
emissivity/substrate’s effective emissivity. Using experimental data, the temperature of carbon 
particle was estimated for emissivity ratios. A phase diagram for carbon particles was given 
which can reasonably explain many experimental results (SEM pictures).  
 

Keywords: Carbon particle, Plasma sheath, Thermal radiation, Phase diagram 
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*  

 

Effects of spontaneously-fermented beverage from rice of the life-style related disease in rats 
 

Genji ISHIBASHI* Yuka NAMIHIRA*Kanami MURATA*Akiho HARA** 
Etumi WATARI*** Nao SUGIMOTO*** 

 
Spontaneously-fermented beverage was prepared in laboratory and the results of analysis were described. 

The rice in spontaneously-fermented beverage was –amylase in raw sweet potato forming maltose Effect 
of spontaneously-fermented beverage on blood pressure and lipid metabolism were using spontaneously 
hypertensive rats SHR . Blood pressure in the spontaneously-fermented beverage group was significantly 
lower than that in the control group. 

The serum triacylglycerol ,VLDL LDL-cholesterol levels spontaneously-fermented beverage diet rats were 
clearly lower than in the control group,but the addition spontaneously-fermented beverage group in the 
concentration of HDL-cholesterol higher than in the rats fed control diet. 
 Spontaneously-fermented beverage was evaluated for benefical effect on blood glucose level and insulin 
concentration in an experiment with rats used as model animals for spontaneously insulin dependent 
diabetes mellitus. The fasting blood glucose levels were lower in the spontaneously-fermented beverage 
group were compared with those from control rats. 
 

Keywords: Spontaneously-Fermented Beverage from rice, Blood Pressure,Serum lipids,Blood Glucose 
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Development for a Teaching Material of the Hovercraft Based on Schoolchildren Using a Wind Power 

 
Shizuo YAMAGUCHI 

 
Abstract 

Handicrafts and experiments using natural energies are especially required at early time of schoolchildren 
from the viewpoint of ecology. The solar power and the wind power have been interested in renewable energies 
such as an inexhaustible clean energy. This paper proposes a teaching material as the hovercraft using a wind 
power driven by the propeller installed in a DC motor suitable to address schoolchildren’s needs. As a result, the 
hovercraft is operated on motion with great interest when the propeller rotated about 5100 rpm at 3V with two 
size AA batteries. 
 

Keywords: Children’s handicraft, Hovercraft, Wind power, Natural energy 
 

 

1)  

2)

DC

3)  
 

 
Fig.1  

DC 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2

DC
3V

 

Fig.1 A partial cross section of the hovercraft with a 
propeller mounted to the shaft of a DC motor 
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Fig.2
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Fig.2 External appearance of the hovercraft with a 
battery case 

Fig.3 Measuring system of the wind velocity for 
a hovercraft using a wind gauge 

Table1 Distribution of the wind velocity for a hovercraft
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Fig.4 Measuring system of a rotation rate for a 
hovercraft with propeller using a laser pointer Fig.5 External appearance of the hovercraft aided by 

EDLC with the capacity of 10F 

Fig.6 Charging system of the EDLC based on two 
size D batteries with 3V 
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Fig.7 Characteristics of a charging current Ic and a 
voltage Ec based on the charging time T 

Fig.8 Characteristics of the discharging current IM and 
the voltage Ec based on a operating time T 
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The Re-growth Strategy of Japan's Major Printing Companies As a Preliminary Study for 

‘ Ambidextrous’ Organizational Strategy Research 
 

Yousuke ISHIZAKA 
 

Abstract 
In this paper, we investigate the re-growth strategy of Japan’s major printing companies (Dai 
Nippon Printing Co. Ltd and Toppan printing Co. Ltd) from the point of view of organizational 
ambidexterity. Organizational ambidexterity refers to the ability of an organization to both 
explore and exploit. We argue that the ‘ambidextrous’ organizational strategy can greatly 
contribute to re-growth of the printing companies in the maturity stage of the industry life cycle.   
 

Keywords: Printing Company, Re-growth Strategy, Organizational Ambidexterity  
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Study of "Learning Activity" to Promote the Learning Participation for 
People Using "Relief Facility" 

 
Akihiro FUJIBUCHI 

 

In the relief facility, there are 188 places in Japan. 100 users live "HIBIKIEN" that is the relief facility now. 
Support to the independence of users is practiced there. That most users suffer from the variety of diseases. In 
the relief facility, the learning activity such as "the three R s" for users has not been yet established. 

The learning activity is for independence support, self-realization to the society for users. This study calls the 
"HIBIKIEN learning activity". The learning activity seemed to be established by this study. The learning 
activity raised power to users. 

In the relief facility, this study wants to practice this learning activity more from now on. And this study 
wants to spread the learning activity elsewhere.

Keywords: Relief Facility, Learning Activity, User, Independence Support, Self-Realization, Three R’s
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婚と考え学習療法の考えや方法などを応周し

たりして展開の工夫を薗る必要があった.

そこで、本研究の学習指動では学習様訟を

e考にして、「欝み， ，書き， ，針。厚」の基礎的な
値圏>しよう>した

学習の進め方は、 1集団"御名以上】対象に

本圃の職員の勧務の状況から、本研究の著者で

もある学習支援者"島(担当執筆者、学習療

器1般預定土取得済み)のみで行うととにした

さらに本聞では益礎".も多い実憎から

も1匝鈴分程度で、 λ帯同{周 水金曙)以
外の実施可Ilな火木土曜の申の，-，箇

月に，-，冒ほどになることが予想された.

2 手曹措置・@・・

そとで、先遣した金菌救護施"協.会におけ

る救護施震の「基本理念」及び「救護施慢で実

施しているサーピス」を拠り所として、本画甑

自の「ひびき園学菅荷動， ，以下『学習楕働， > 
b、引を位置づけようkした.

自己実現の

支侵除、全国教

纏施叡臨盤会の

実瞬的百棟の。

を益にして、そ

の具割トの方

途のーつに「学

習活動」を本研

究は位置づけて

いる.それは、 .. .・a・・....‘・
医ト1のような概

念固となろう.

との図のように「学習揺動」院 自己実現に

向けて利用者が歩み始降るこどをねらっている.

ではそのどのような学習楕動の展開を考え

たらよいのか.先に述べたように、多様な陣が

いや自分の拠り所を失している利周者にどのよ

~ ..1旨..  且・e暗・.. タ.，
うに切り込んでい。たらよいのか.

実は本聞の学習指動に参加している在ヨ所期

一 一回鈎1開局
甲山同日目圃-~-醐

聞は S年以下が文学金占める〈圃ヨl.とのと
と除、組、満j用者陪2、単〈自分の遣を拓きた

い>の気持ちが強い>停申したい.

そこで率噸究は、学習療訟の実践や'.婚を"

にしながら、その学習内容 方訟司序回隊計を求

めようとした.さし当た。て、学習a際法側から
学習康法敵材の要件としてを刊のように4つ

上げているととを参考にし~.

... ....紺支.."信量保

1 耐の内容は「齢制岬，..仙
した構成であると，.
2 重度の竃知盛の方から健常こをい方まで
即個人差に個人間開館な咽帽
A度のレベルが週Wえで舎る・国防であるこ，.
3 学曹書ヨ巨人がラタに先制臨でき I制点がとれ
る内容で咽岨始し批判捕耐るこ

"可也であるこ，.
4般と鉛句際金使用し 学曹者自らが筆記する学
曹形勉であること

そとで、本圃の実温からや知的障がいなrの
利用者なrを含むこkから、園-，のように学
習の漉れを科目の『穣み， ，書き， ，計算， . 

-・>して、それらをローテーションしてい〈

こkにした'.

限
閉
止
し
て

k
-
木
・
土
曜

圃，a 目回一手ータヨシ

なお、本闘は、月水金値目は、昼タの

2困問入需があり、時間的に実趨が贈し〈、原

周Jとして火，木'土曜日の牛後の瑚蘭帯に製遣
するととにし~.しかし、実際には様々な行事

もあるととから、 1週間に2度陪2芸萄畠となる
こ>>.予怨された.

その学習指動の1固のプロートは園 4であ

る.その闘に学習指動官官嵐"分聞がある.実は、

突聴に符う>毎回常に開始前~O-30分前に大方

の参加者が会場忙集ま。てきた.その時聞を利

用して開始前まで、多〈の学習参却者の要望(献

など〉にも応えるためにも、その時の置す買にな

った献や、その直後に乗艦される科Hにかかわ

る欧(重暢や唱歌等)の斉唱を行うようにした.

官官座を絡える>.その匝の科目にかかわる前
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めるように配慮した.たしかに弥むような明る

さを噂し出すととができた.

参鼠滑に対しても、内容展開や'11)財提しを

求めていった.例えば⑩、⑩や⑫な"は、産経

新聞に曾っていたものから書苅滑の提供であ..

また、参匁煎周者から、始めて聞もな〈都

み書き掛算の中に、殺養的なもの理科社

会や実語的なものの取り入れを求められ~.と

とで陪⑤、⑦、@、@、@、@なrである.
踏み書舎、掛算は戸を幽したり、書いた

りして作業金伴うが、切ったり、貼。たりする

なEの手作業を出来るだけ仕組むようにした.

例えば、但丸@がそうである.

ただし @は論理的な程調を必要とするが

2角鶴を切り隠し、直環状にして直感的な還揮

にするようにした.今後の多〈の解決字.，.、町、転

喜多するととを網縛している.

今後、野算の期間に、飛行機なrの折り紙な
2を加えるこkを学習者に知らせている.
さらに、学習者が一層能動的に参加するとど

を期待して、⑮のように俳句づ〈りを特い、そ

の⑤問右闘のような作喝(一概〉を館内に凪示

している..句づ〈りを湿して自分の中にある

美しも惜貨や創造する可槍性をaじた番却暑が
多い.金ての.，.者の作品提出までにS回の『書

き」の玲げ蘭が必要であった.とれを湿して短歌

づくりの要望もでている.

rァノ伴奏切みならf、メディアからの映像
や音声を位入@、@な2ずの場面でプレゼンし

内容初操み豊かさを求めてい。た.

...字曹漏.

0プロローグ

『掛算」の時聞に

ふさわし〈、加え

て診加者が刷換ル

でいる欧を楳し

『七つの子」を欧簡

を配布して行った.

0衛艦響合せ
膝像スタT)-;:'よで

確認しながら行った.

一箇所ずっ挙手で答

指表金保し、活指に進

められた(園.7).
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6. データ分析と考察
6.1単締集計から

表 6は単純集計結果でもある。実施当日のア

ンケート対象の参加者は20名であったが、 4名

は、身体的な状況もあり回答不能であった。よ

って16名のデータを回収し分析に当たった。

項目 3は、本活動参加理由(自由選択)を問

うと、「自分の力をつけるためjが80%とあり、

参加者が自分で起とうとしている姿が見えた。

その3を除いた項目全てにおいて「十分」と

「ほぽ・かなり」の和は80%を超え概ねよい状況

であることが分かつた。

E盃窒~ ~亘互豆ヨ
!学習活動 :少匂 lどちらと lあまり思 :ぞう思ゎ 1カ篭官p ν':"'o;.c'・.v思司f>&・3
l lζ満足 も lわない tない : u.: 仙 『個匂い 凡同・

| 田 31 16J[ " ." H " 
園-9項目12と16の単純集計のグラフ

その中で図-9のように「満足度J94%、「自

分のカを高めたかJ81%と高いといえよう。

6.2クロス分析から

図 10は項目 112満足度」と、図 11は項目 116

自分の力を高めたか」と他の項目とのクロス分

析をそれぞれ行い、それぞれχ2値(**:pペ0.01、

*:pく0.05)をソートした図である。

七 三『 三 -¥ 、 . 
0.350 

-‘t・ ， ， ， ， ， ， 

， ， よ 1 i A 
2 5 2 5 -4日 4 0 1 3 1 S 7 8 

46259536710841  意欲 1自2溺皆"内液内宿こ飽賀防犯

被由意歌内自こ質時宿内配担担
足と当宮晶苔掴の当問問布

晶プ分欲的 う磨塗の問問題磨布当当
的"度歌めへづのを活 の璽 OOヲ

の こ，、極活意配をのプのの に上唱う話のロ '1積動崎買う守リ

ロカにとの上動見分積理 H指 摘 参の こし典ジ解植を意 書 U ン
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加字 と 方味エ幅約{也同え ト

Z 高加 味宇他え 的はト方は
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園ー10 満足度kのヲロスソート 園ー11 自分のカkのヲロスソート

その結果、満足した参加者は、「プロジェク

ターが良かったJ1自分のカを高めたJ1意欲的

に参加したJ1歌ってよかったJ1内容に興味監

視があったJ1白塗板の図や宇がよかった」に満

足理由を表していた。

また、「自分の力を高めた」の理由に、「意欲

的に参加しJ1担当の図や字が良く J1歌って良

かった」などと、ほとんどの項目に良かったと

満足していることが分かつた。
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6.3主成分分析から

さらに、どの成分が、何の成分に強く作用し

ていたかをみるために主成分分析を行った。

主制量荷量t主嘩分。

0.0 0.2 o. ~ 0.6 G.8 1.0 1.: 1~ ・

園ー12全寵量t(掌曹活動方法の良否)の主成分分析結果

まず全変数(学習活動全般の評価に相当)で

の主成分分析によって、図 12の結果が得られた。

その図を見ると、第1主成分の寄与率は

69.44%と全体の約2/3を説明していることにな

る。また第2主成分の寄与率は27.05%で第主2

成分までの累積寄与率が96.50%となることか

ら第2主成分までで全体の約10割が説明できる。

よって学習活動の総合特性値は第1主成分、第

2主成分といえる。

次に、主成分負荷量を用いて主成分の解釈を

行った。第1主成分の主成分負荷量は図ー12の上

部のようになる。この図から「教師の話し方」が

他の主成分負荷量よりも大きいことから第1主

成分は「教師の話し方」を表す変数と推察された。

また第2主成分の主成分負荷量は、図 11の

下部となる。この図から、第2主成分の主成分

付加量は「担当の熱意」、「歌うこと」、「プロジ

ェクター」が高いことから、第2主成分の3つ

の項目は、第1成分「教師の話し方」と、関係

が高いといえる。そこで第2主成分は「学習活

動の展開方法」を表す変数と推察される。

これらの結果から学習活動は「担当の話し

方jと「展開方法」で説明できることがわかった。

つまり、担当の話し方に感動し、担当と歌を唄

い、プロジェクターでの展開方法など担当の熱

意を感じるとまとめられよう。
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次に 「担当側の展開方法U に関する変数だ

けを取り出して主成分分併を先と同じようにし

主成分分析を行う左、闘"において、第1主成

分は「展開の魅力， >.第2主成分「啄プロ

ジェタター活用， >命名され担当者側のから

圃ト1・・.1n*~CO主膚治分留

タター使用

部特に効呆

的であった

kいえた.

さらに

' .. 加者側

一 一回鈎1開局
甲山同日目圃-~-醐

。歌唱 プロタェタター、プ9ントな2のメデ
イアの取り入れ、特に歌うとどは夢加者に議

しさを婚した.

。担当者の熱意 選ぴが極めて大切であった.

0学習材の内容のレベルは益礎的な繰り遣し
ばかりでなれ時侵略帯事などに町広させた

り、アカデミッタな内容を取り込uんだりする

ほうが学習者の意調険金噌すと考えられた.

- 司置費@まとめと今・@保橿

本研究の学習活動は、自立支援の 方途とし

ての位置は鱗〈ととができた.とのとどは、全

国技健施殴除鎗会が提畑......，・"
する稿用者サーピスの自

己実現、の方向性金確認

する事ができた.

今後は学習指働の展

開の工夫の商ではこれ

まで以上に、参'm者の意
向.. 考えの取り入れ、参

， .. ，の措置を位指しんでい

きたν、.

の~意面を申心， >した項目でも

ヲての主成分分断は、困"の「カ

がついた， (第1主辺先分〕のは「内

容への興味閲心」が強〈、それと

ともに「敵うとと」も強〈作周し

たと分析される(第2主成分から).
-ト14・S蝿開聞B置主a僧ゆ僻 学習鎌留保での『随み・

審者， ，掛算」の期間の流

7分.."ま>め
。本研究が取り組んだ学習指動の当初の股計が

a惨恕滑に好評であヲた
0本活動に機足したり、自分にカが付いたと自
覚したりしている音書者が，，%以上であり、

予期以上の成果をあげている.

。宿犀の学習指動の内容レベルを、内容の半分

ほどが自己解決できるようにしてお〈と、残

りの内理撃は、学習者相互での解決、薗曾館で

の解決なと様々な解決方法などを還して解

決できると>が分:かった.

0学び方の指見 問屋視野決の手順や学ぶ舗会を

多〈つ〈ることができた.これは救護施醍が

求める自立支援になるといえよう.

。本語動で力を付けたと虚じている参加者が予

期以上に多かった.

0斉唱など、時期・季節，0>;じた内容・梧動の
仕組みゃ取り入れは、荷動を楕指にきせた.

0鴨居は次固までの学習が鯵観できる>いえ

た噛観学習).

れ樟勤時間、コミ，=ケーγ冒ν 採点訟は

彦君容になり、指導の効果を高めた.

今後、本研究での学習騒動を自立支曇の つ

の具体的な実噛怯として盤示していきたい.

金国教.晴園陸

"， 
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Development of Continuous Water Purification Device “The Screw” 

using Magnesium as Purification Media. 
 

Tetsuo KIMOTO, Katsumi KAWATA, Takayoshi SHIBATA, Yukinobu TATSUNO, Tetsuya KAWAHARA, 
Osamu CHIJIWA, Takeshi TACHIBANA, Tomio TAKASU, Hideyuki ITOU, Naotaka SAKAMOTO, 

 Ryunosuke KAWASHIMA, Tatsunori MAKIZUMI and Tadao NOZAWA 
 

Abstract 
The water purification technology taking advantage of the chemical properties of the metal Mg has been 
proposed first in 2002 and even basic research now has been continued energetically. Highly-
concentrated suspension comprised of extremely small Mg(OH)2 particles adsorbs quickly the various 
trace ions in aqueous solution and form a complex compound on Mg(OH)2 surface.  After removing 
this very thin compound, the active Mg surface is reproduced in a state with suppressing Mg original 
mass defect minimized. Therefore, this technique makes possible the removal of various heavy metal 
ions in aqueous solution with a high level of achievement. In addition, the amount of residue after 
purification process is little. With the aim of practical application of the above-mentioned basic research 
results,  a continuous water purification device enables to purify the large capacity drainage including 
heavy metal ions at low concentrations has been manufactured. 
 
Keywords: Mg, Mg(OH)2,Fe,As,continuous water purification, solid-liquid separation 
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“The Enchanted Knight” and Muir’s Identity Consciousness of ‘Half-a-Scot’  
 

Nakashima, Hisayo 
 

Abstract 
 
Edwin Muir (1887-1959) is a symbolic Scottish ballad poet and critic of the twentieth 
century, and as his major contribution, he developed perceptive criticism against modern 
poetry through his discussion on traditional balladry. However, his own modern ballad, 
“The Enchanted Knight” (1937), is enigmatic, which is in sharp contrast to his enthusiastic 
advocacy of Scottish ballads.   
     The purpose of this paper is to show Muir’s ambivalence towards his nation, 
generated through his identity consciousness of ‘half-a-Scot’, by comparing “The Enchanted 
Knight” with Keats’s “La Belle Dame sans Merci”, and by discussing Muir’s two other 
poems on Scotland.  
 
Keywords: Muir, Ballad, Ambivalence, National Identity, Keats  
 
 
 
 
 
1. Muir as Ballad Critic  
 
Along with Walter Scott of the early 
nineteenth century and John Davidson of 
the late nineteenth and early twentieth 
centuries, Edwin Muir was a symbolic 
Scottish ballad poet and critic of the 
twentieth century. Unlike Scott and 
Davidson, however, Muir was not a prolific 
ballad poet. Or rather, he developed 
perceptive criticism against modern poetry 
through his discussion on traditional 
balladry. As his major contribution, he 
highly evaluated the unsentimental and 
unmoral spirit of traditional ballad, and he 
emphasized the existence of the audience 
who played an important role in the 
traditional ballad.  
     In “Chapter II: The South” of Scottish 
Journey (1935), Muir recorded his drive 
from Edinburgh to the south through little 
border towns. Witnessing how drastically 
the capital city was changed, he arrived at  
 

 
one of the border towns, Galashields. There 
he appreciated border towns’ historically  
independent life, and a kind of frontier 
spirit nurtured because ‘for centuries they 
existed almost on the frontier of a hostile 
foreign nation’ (44). The appreciation leads 
to another reference to the national spirit 
reflected on the border ballads: 

 
That genius [of the Border people] was 
partly heroic and partly poetical, and 
its most essential expression is the 
ballads, which form the greatest body 
of Catholic poetry in Scottish 
literature, greater even than that of 
Henryson and Dunbar. These ballads 
continued to be sung and written long 
after the Reformation without any 
fundamental change of spirit, . . . In 
calling the ballads Catholic I am using 
that term very loosely, and mean by it 
nothing more than that the ballads 
possess a quality which the rest of 
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Scottish poetry after the Reformation 
lacks. Burns is a very Protestant poet. 
Even in his remoulding of old folk 
songs he never goes back in sentiment 
past the Reformation. . . . His ribaldry, 
blasphemy, libertinism and 
sentimentality are all Protestant, and 
quite narrowly so. The ballads are 
without this local Lowland Scots 
limitation. In their view of life they are 
older than Protestantism; and it is this 
depth of inspiration which is their 
distinctive quality. (45-46) 
 

Muir values ballads created by the ancient 
anonymous common people more than the 
works of the Makars of the Middle Scottish 
literature. Compared to the Catholic 
ballads, Burnsian songs are Protestant. 
Although it is not clear which work Muir 
targets with his severe criticism against 
the narrow Protestantism, there is no 
doubt that for Muir, even the Scottish 
national poet, Robert Burns, is a 
historically deformed sentimentalized 
figure. Ballads genuinely reflect Scottish 
genius partly heroic and partly poetical.     
     As another contribution, Muir insists 
in The Estate of Poetry (1962) that the 
audience of traditional balladry played an 
important role of co-creators when they 
sang ballads together with a singer or a 
leading figure, and that traditional 
balladry was not passively handed down, 
but positively created through the 
cooperation of singers and audience.  
 

As far as we know, these anonymous 
songs and ballads rose among the 
peasantry and were made by them. 
The authors, if that is what they 
should be called, know nothing of 
poetry except by inheritance. . . . On 
the other hand, if we can think of their 
creation in time rather than in space, 
we realize that there was after all a 

cooperation in their making, for it is 
clear from the many versions of them 
that exist that they were not merely 
transmitted in a passive way, but 
modified in their transmission, often to 
their advantage. It may take hundreds 
of years to bring a ballad to its 
perfection, and many generations may 
participate in its making, and the 
critical faculty cannot help coming into 
play. (“The Natural Estate” 11)    

 
His assertion of the critical faculty of 
audience leads us to recognize the 
significance of audience whom modern 
poetry might have lost.  

 
And why should the death of Sir 
Patrick Spens and the Scottish lords 
have been lamented for hundreds of 
years in the cottar houses of the 
Scottish peasantry? . . . [T]he audience 
is part of the business [of poetry], 
though we nowadays are disposed to 
ignore it, knowing that its part has 
become so small. . . . The immediate 
participation of the audience in the 
poetry makes the strangeness of the 
poetic experience immediate and 
palpable, and restores to it something 
it has lacked, . . . perhaps ever since 
the invention of printing. 
 (“Wordsworth: Return to Sources” 28) 

   
The participation of audience can make 
poetry immediate and palpable, and never 
isolates poets and their poetry in their 
solitary tower of art for art’s sake. Muir’s 
assertion that audience is part of making 
poetry can be justified by the genealogy of 
literary balladry, in which over one 
hundred and forty poets have created 
about eight hundred literary ballads from 
the early eighteenth century to the present. 
One of the reasons why so many poets have 
been attracted by the ancient anonymous 
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narrative poems and have imitated them is 
that they were enchanted by imitating 
ballad styles and techniques in order to 
regain their lost audience for their works, 
because they fully recognized the audience 
had been lost ‘since the invention of 
printing’. Especially in the nineteenth 
century when imitative modern ballads 
were blooming and over sixty poets wrote 
over four hundred ballads, many refrain 
technicians appeared.  
     One of them is Alfred Tennyson, who 
tried to disguise his own patriotic message 
as the entire voice of the British people by 
placing the message in the ballad-like 
incremental refrains in “The Charge of the 
Light Brigade” (1854). On 25th October 
1854, at Balaclava of the Crimean 
peninsula, only six hundred and seven 
British soldiers made a lethal attack 
against the Russian army. Highly moved by 
the article in The Times (Ricks 325), 
Tennyson described their brave march and 
survival in the face of death.  
 

Half a league, half a league, 
  Half a league onward, 
All in the valley of Death 
  Rode the six hundred. 
‘Forward, the Light Brigade! 
Charge for the guns!’ he said: 
Into the valley of Death  
  Rode the six hundred.  (1-8) 

 
Under the command of ‘Forward, the Light 
Brigade! / Charge for the guns’, the cellular 
unit rode ‘Into the valley of Death’ through 
‘Cannon to right of them, / Cannon to left of 
them, / Cannon in front of them’ (18-20), 
and honorably came ‘Back from the mouth 
of Hell’ (47). ‘All in the valley of Death’ (3) 
and ‘Rode the six hundred’ (4) in the first 
stanza are repeated as a sort of 
incremental refrain in the following 
stanzas. The first refrain gradually 
changes to ‘Into the valley of Death’ (7, 16), 

‘Into the jaws of Death’ (24), ‘Into the 
mouth of Hell’ (25), and finally to ‘Came 
through the jaws of Death’ (46), which so 
economically conveys the sequence from 
the unit’s lethal attack to their miraculous 
survival. The second refrain, after repeated 
three times in the eighth, the seventeenth, 
and the twenty-sixth lines, also gradually 
changes to ‘Not the six hundred’ (38), ‘Left 
of six hundred’ (49), and in the end to 
‘Noble six hundred’ (55), which loudly 
celebrates the heroism of the soldiers.  As 
a historical fact, the British soldiers failed 
to survive the attack. Knowing that the 
function of ballad refrain originally 
conveyed the audience’s reaction in chorus 
to the leading figure, Tennyson expressed 
his own exalted emotion by means of the 
ballad refrain, and successfully conveyed 
the people’s sympathy for the ‘Noble six 
hundred’ (55). Tennyson as Poet Laureate 
of England needed people’s affirmative 
voice for his message. He was artful 
enough to regain the audience lost in his 
days as his co-creator by using the ballad 
refrain technique.1 
  
2. Genealogy of “Thomas Rhymer” 
 
So far is Muir’s representative contribution 
to ballad criticism. However, our 
expectation that Muir himself reflects the 
insistence of the independent Scottish 
spirit or the participation of audience in his 
work is unfortunately betrayed. Or rather, 
his modern ballads are symbolic and 
retrospective.  “The Enchanted Knight” is 
one of his modern ballads, and it belongs to 
the genealogy of “Thomas Rhymer”. 
Thomas Learmont of Erceldoune, a 
Scottish legendary prophet and poet of the 
thirteenth century, has been called Thomas 
the Rhymer, or True Thomas. “Thomas 
Rhymer” is a title of some traditional 
ballads singing Thomas’s meeting the 
queen of Fairyland and his being endowed 
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with prophetic ability. F. J. Child edited 
three versions of the story in The English 
and Scottish Popular Ballads. Thomas is 
not only a figure in the ancient narrative 
world, but has been employed as a key 
motif in Scottish, British, and other 
anonymous and onymous poems, ballads, 
and stories from the Middle Ages to the 
present. These works on Thomas are here 
called the genealogy of “Thomas Rhymer”.2  
     Some manuscripts of Thomas of 
Erceldoune of the Middle Ages highlight 
his prophecies and the romance with a 
fairy queen, with whom Thomas is 
physically involved.3 Child’s three versions 
are from about early nineteenth century 
manuscripts. They tell how Thomas met 
the queen of fair Elfland, and how he rode 
with her from the mandarin world to 
another (I: 317-29). The enthusiastically 
patriotic Scottish writer, Walter Scott, in 
his Minstrelsy of the Scottish Border 
(1802-03) introduced three parts of 
“Thomas the Rhymer” with detailed 
headnotes and several manuscripts on his 
prophecy (577-605). In the part second, 
Thomas foretells that the legitimate heir to 
Robert the Bruce would rule all Britain 
both as James I, King of Scotland and 
James VI, King of England and Ireland. By 
imitating and developing original sources, 
Scott tried to show his advocacy of Scottish 
national pride. On the other hand, a 
Romantic poet, John Keats, describes 
another Thomas enthralled by a fairy’s 
child in “La Belle Dame sans Merci” (1819). 
After awaking from a dream of love with a 
wild lady, the wretched man is loitering 
alone and palely on the cold hillside. He is 
no longer a descendant of the legendary 
prophet and poet, but just a man haunted 
by Romantic agony. The legendary Thomas 
by Scott was transmitted to the next 
generation of Scottish poets. John 
Davidson, actually a bicultural writer who 
moved from Scotland to London in the late 

nineteenth century, was inspired by Scott’s 
“Thomas the Rhymer” to issue his own 
“Thomas the Rhymer” in In a Music-Hall 
and Other Poems in 1891 (31-35). 
Davidson’s Thomas has nothing to do with 
advocacy of national identity, but implies 
anxiety of losing national pride through the 
Gothic description of the embodiment of his 
prophecy on the death of Alexander III. 
One of Davidson’s British contemporaries, 
Rudyard Kipling, wrote “The Last Rhyme 
of True Thomas” in 1893. His Thomas is no 
longer an obedient subject to the throne, 
but admonishes the king for his royal 
misconduct. Thomas himself, as a king in 
his own country, does not find anything 
worthwhile that the mundane king would 
bestow on him; an honor of belted knight, a 
horse of pride, and a knightly set of blazon, 
spur, page and squire. Kipling’s Thomas 
denies human vanity and secular authority. 
He surpasses his Scottish ancestor, an 
honest prophet in the ballad of “Thomas 
Rhymer”, to be a dignified moralist.4 In the 
late twentieth and early twenty-first 
centuries, Thomas is adapted for several 
literary works, one of which is “1991 World 
Fantasy Award” winning novel, Thomas 
the Rhymer (1990), by Ellen Kushner. This 
is a kind of Bildungsroman of young 
Thomas the Rhymer. He was a compulsive 
liar out of his vanity and pride, but through 
the captivity by the Elf queen as her lover 
and the experience of being forced to keep 
dumb for seven years long in her land, 
grows up as True Thomas.5 Thus, from the 
romance to the modern fantasy, Thomas 
has excited the creativity of Western 
writers. 
     And also the motif of Thomas is 
closely related with the issue of Scottish 
national identity. However, the Scottish 
legendary figure contributes not only to his 
native country but also to the national 
pride of the south of the Borders. Kylie 
Murray points out the historical 
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equivocality Thomas’s prophecy has given 
to the conception of identity in medieval 
English and Scottish literature, by arguing 
that his prophecies in some manuscripts 
clearly show English sympathies and an 
Anglocentric viewpoint (Kylie Murry 
320-35). Even in Scottish literature, 
Thomas has not been described as a 
consistent Scotcentric figure. As mentioned 
above, two Scottish ballad poets, Scott and 
Davidson employ the same motif of the 
Scottish legendary figure, but how Thomas 
has expressed national identity and what 
identity he has reflected varies according to 
the era when the poets described him.6 
When we see another Scottish poet of the 
twentieth century, Edwin Muir, and his 
work concerning Thomas, the transition of 
what the prophet has signified can be 
shown more clearly.          
    
3. “La Belle Dame sans Merci” versus “The   
  Enchanted Knight”   
 
“The Enchanted Knight” included in 
Journey and Places (1937) is Muir’s 
representative ballad. Although the main 
character, the knight, has no name, nor is 
mentioned as the Scottish soothsayer 
Thomas Rhymer at all, he is a descendant 
of Keats’s Thomas who was enchanted by a 
fairy’s child and haunted by Romantic 
agony, because Muir’s knight lies ‘Lulled by 
La Belle Dame Sans Merci’ (1).  
     Keats borrows from the traditional 
“Thomas Rhymer” the motif of an 
encounter between a man and a woman 
from another world, and of their travelling 
on her horse to her land, but he describes 
the main character as a ‘wretched wight’ (1) 
and his pain and agony of love generated 
by the encounter with ‘a faery’s child’ (14). 
Keats varies the rhymer given prophetic 
instinct to a Romantic and agonized man:  
 

Ah, what can ail thee, wretched wight, 

  Alone and palely loitering; 
The sedge is wither’d from the lake, 
  And no birds sing.  (1-4) 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
She took me to her elfin grot, 
  And there she gaz’d and sighed  
                          deep,  
And there I shut her wild sad eyes — 
  So kiss’d to sleep. 
 
And there we slumber’d on the moss, 
  And there I dream’d, ah woe betide, 
The latest dream I ever dream’d  
  On the cold hill side. 
 
I saw pale kings, and princes too, 
  Pale warriors, death-pale were they 
                           all; 
Who cry’d — “La belle Dame sans  
                          merci 
  Hath thee in thrall!”  (29-40) 

 
After awaking from a vision or a nightmare, 
the wretched man is loitering alone and 
palely on the cold hillside. The wretched 
man is committed to tell his latest 
nightmare in which kings and princes 
enthralled by the same fairy gave him a 
warning that he himself had been 
enthralled by her. Acknowledging that 
palely haunted human beings mirror 
himself, the wretched man cannot find 
whether the love for the fairy was a reality 
or a dream at all. Nor can he find the exit 
from his enthralled situation, loitering 
eternally. He is no longer a descendant of 
the legendary prophet and poet, but just a 
man haunted by Romantic agony. His 
endless commitment to the agony is 
suggested by the structure of this ballad. 
The three lines of the first stanza are 
repeated in the last stanza, and this 
repetition as a technique does not end the 
story. The question of ‘what can ail thee’ 
from an interlocutor is repeated again at 
the end of the answer of the hero. However, 
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it should be pointed out that the focus of 
the ballad is not only on his endless 
Romantic sentiment. Elaborately using the 
ballad-like dialogue in the opening stanza 
and the ballad metre, Keats also makes 
audience pay attention to the subtle 
balance between the subjectivity of the 
wretched wight’s agony and the objectivity 
ballad techniques produce.7 According to 
Friedman, ‘its connection with the ballads 
is deeply compromised by its participation 
in romance’ (Friedman 300). 
     While the enthralled man of Keats is 
destined for loitering ‘alone and palely’, 
Muir’s knight parodies the miserable end 
of his loitering. The knight has been lulled 
by the cruel beauty, perhaps on the cold 
hillside, to be forsaken for long years, and 
in the end just lies still with his armour 
being completely rusted and cobwebby: 
 
    Lulled by La Belle Dame Sans Merci  
         he lies 

  In the bare wood below  
           the blackening hill. 

    The plough drives nearer now,  
      the shadow flies 
      Past him across the plain, but he  
         lies still. 

 
    Long since the rust its gardens here  
            has planned,     
      Flowering his armour like  
         an autumn field. 
    From his sharp breast-plate to  
                  his iron hand 
      A spider’s web is stretched,  
                 a phantom shield. 

 
    When footsteps pound the turf  
          beside his ear 

  Armies pass through his dream in  
               endless line,  

    And one by one his ancient friends  
                     appear; 
      They pass all day, but he can make 

               no sign. 
 

    When a bird cries within the silent  
 grove 
      The long-lost voice goes by, he  
 makes to rise 
    And follow, but his cold limbs never  
 move,  
      And on the turf unstirred his  
 shadow lies. 
 
    But if a withered leaf should drift 

  Across his face and rest, the dread  
               drops start 

    Chill on his forehead. Now he tries to  
                   lift 

  The insulting weight that stays  
               and breaks his heart.   
           (1-20) 

 
Over a hundred years might have passed 
since Keats’s wretched man lay on the 
hillside. Beside the lying knight, the world 
is moving and changing. As Matthew 
Arnold was surprised at the drastic change 
of the scenery at the Oxford hillside after 
twenty years, and recollected his days with 
Arthur Clough in “Thrysis” (1866) 
(Trevelyan 549)8, the cold hillside might 
have been cultivated under Parliamentary 
Enclosure and British Agricultural 
Revolution in the eighteenth and 
nineteenth centuries. Below the hillside, 
farmers are ploughing the open field where 
the rusted and cobwebby knight is lying. 
The lonely figure of the knight reminds 
ballad readers with a ‘slain knight’ of “The 
Twa Corbies”.9 And then, just like Keats’s 
wretched man dreamt a nightmare, 
people’s footsteps makes Muir’s knight 
have a nightmare of a war breaking out, 
and of his old friends coming as soldiers 
one by one. He can do nothing nor can he 
move at all under this situation. However, 
having been restrained for years, he still 
struggles to move again. Nothing changes 

－ 128 －



 7

on Keats’s wretched man, who would like 
to loiter forever when ‘The sedge is 
wither’d from the lake’ (3). On the contrary, 
Muir’s knight ‘tries to lift / The insulting 
weight that stays and breaks his heart’ 
(19-20) ‘if a withered leaf should drift / 
Across his face and rest, the dread drops 
start / Chill on his forehead’ (17-18). When 
the winter has come and dreadful snow 
starts falling on him, that is, when time 
has changed and an epiphanic moment has 
come, he will lift the inexplicable weight of 
long years on him. 
     What does the mysterious, restrained 
knight symbolize? As ‘Muir was strongly 
influenced by Romantic poetry and thought’ 
(McCulloch, Edwin Muir xi), was it his own 
intention that he tried to create a Thomas 
Rhymer along with Keats’s agonized 
Thomas? McCulloch points out the other 
influence on “The Enchanted Knight”: ‘The 
much-praised but ultimately enigmatic 
“Enchanted Knight” is an amalgam of 
Keats’s “La Belle Dame sans Merci” and 
Heine’s “Nacht lag auf meinen Augen”, 
which Muir read in his Glasgow days in 
George MacDonald’s translation in the 
Canterbury Poets edition of Heine’ (Edwin 
Muir 13). In An Autobiography Muir 
himself explains the mental situation when 
he read Heine’s poem. 
 

  During these months when I was 
tormented by my stomach and racked 
by my cough I had another Heine 
phase; yet this time, instead of helping 
me to recover, it merely weakened 
what resistance I had left. . . . There is, 
as well as exquisite wit, a sickly, 
graveyard strain in Heine’s poetry. It 
was this that attracted me now. . . .  
This poem, with its sickly lingering on 
death, took a deep hold on me. I 
identified my self with the dead man 
who knew so well that he was dead. 
Something in myself was buried, and I 

was only half there as I worked in the 
office and wandered about the roads. I 
felt that I had gone far away from 
myself; I could see myself as from a 
distance, a pallid, ill-nourished, 
vulnerable young man in a world 
bursting with dangerous energy. 
(144-45)10   

 
During the time mentioned above, Muir as 
a lonely, unhealthy young man worked at a 
bone factory in Fairport, Greenock 
(Autobiography 130) after losing Edenic life 
in Orkney and losing his parents and two 
elder brothers in industrialized Glasgow. 
What he found in Heine is ‘sickly, 
graveyard strain’, but at the same time, it 
could be understood that he still held 
‘resistance he had left’, ‘something in 
himself buried’, or ‘dangerous energy’. It is 
true that these psychological aspects are 
reflected totally in “The Enchanted Knight.” 
The knight has been forsaken and 
restrained, but he still feels ‘The insulting 
weight that stays and breaks his heart’ (20). 
While Keats describes the wretched man 
haunted by Romantic agony, Muir, using 
the same motif of the agonized knight and 
the mood influenced by Heine, describes 
his agonized self, who is waiting for a 
moment of awakening. In a sense, Muir 
has ambivalence towards his own 
existence. 
      
4. Scotland as a Second Country 
 
“The Enchanted Knight” belongs to the 
genealogy of “Thomas Rhymer” by way of 
Keats’s “La Belle Dame sans Merci”. It is 
interesting to compare Muir’s modern 
ballad with his Scottish predecessors’ 
ballads on Thomas, that is, Walter Scott’s 
“Thomas the Rhymer” and John Davidson’s 
“Thomas the Rhymer”, from the viewpoint 
of national identity reflected in their works. 
Scott advocates Scottish national pride by 
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his work, but Davidson implies anxiety of 
losing national pride through the Gothic 
description of the embodiment of Thomas’s 
prophecy. As for Muir, the offspring of 
ancient Thomas has neither name, place, 
nor time. He seems to be totally detached 
from his nation, legend, history, and 
identity. Instead, he represents a kind of 
Muir’s skepticism or ambivalence towards 
his own existence. Muir’s attitude towards 
his nation and its literature is also 
skeptical and ambivalent. While he 
advocates traditional balladry as a cultural 
heritage of the nation, he bitterly criticizes 
Robert Burns for his Protestantism 
accompanied with sentimentalism. Muir 
also takes a harsh attitude towards Scott. 
When he gave a lecture on Scott at the 
University of Edinburgh in 1944, he 
referred to the imperfection of the great 
writer, saying that ‘the full impact of a 
great mind, changing and illuminating 
one’s apprehension of life, is not’ in his 
poetry and Waverley novels:  

 
Certain scenes and characters remain, 
along with a sense of abounding stir 
and bustle; but the full impact of a 
great mind, changing and illuminating 
one’s apprehension of life, is not 
there. . . . What reason can be found 
for this peculiarity of Scott’s 
imagination? The most obvious one is 
a certain lack of intimacy. . . . It has 
been said of Scott that he was too busy 
living to have much time or energy for 
writing. (Essays on Literature and 
Society, 64-65)   

 
It depends on the readers whether a 
literary work illuminates their 
apprehension of life or not. Is this too much 
ironical and mocking? Another cultural 
opponent of Muir is Hugh MacDiarmid, 
who tried to expand the possibility of 
synthetic Scots in the days of Scottish 

Renaissance. Muir declared in Scott and 
Scotland that ‘Scotland can only create a 
national literature by writing in English’ 
(178).   
 
     It is a recorded fact in the article 
titled ‘Nooks of Scotland’ in The Listener 
in 1958 that Orcadian Muir referred to 
Scotland as his ‘second country’, and 
McCulloch declares that ‘this “half-a-Scot” 
perspective characterized his attitude to 
things Scottish throughout his life’ 
(Scottish Modernism 169). The ‘half-a-Scot’ 
perspective can be shown clearly in Muir’s 
two poems on Scotland. In “Scotland 1941” 
he sneers at the solidarity of the nation by 
saying ‘We were a tribe, a family, a people’ 
(1) united by the independent wars of 
‘Wallace and Bruce’ (2). He attacks John 
Knox and his successor, Andrew Melville, 
who ‘clapped their preaching palms / And 
bundled all the harvesters away’ (8-9), and 
calls Burns and Scott ‘sham birds of a 
sham nation’ (30). The total tone of 
cynicism and skepticism to the national 
history and culture is apparent. The other 
poem, “Scotland’s Winter”, is set at the 
end of “Chapter I: Edinburgh” in Scottish 
Journey (1935) as the end-piece of visiting 
the royal burgh of the nation. He 
crystallizes ‘the contrast between 
[Edinburgh’s] legendary past and its 
tawdry present’ (38).  
 

The miller’s daughter walking by 
With frozen fingers soldered to her  
                         basket 
Seems to be knocking 
Upon a hundred leagues of floor 
With her light heels, and mocking 
Percy and Douglas dead, 
And Bruce on his burial bed, 
Where he lies white as may 
With wars and leprosy,  (7-15) 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
But they, powerless dead, 
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Listening can hear no more 
Than a hard tapping on the sounding  
                floor 
A little overhead 
Of common heels that do not know 
Whence they come or where they go  
And are content 
With their poor frozen life and  
                shallow banishment.  
                (21-28) 

 
The footsteps of miller’s daughter seem to 
be knocking at the frosty land and 
mocking the famous historical figures of 
Scotland buried under the ground. Around 
the dead who lie still, the living creature is 
briskly walking with her light heels, 
neither caring about the past nor the 
future. Noticing that the plot and the 
setting of “Scotland’s Winter” are similar 
to those of “The Enchanted Knight”, we 
wonder if the agonized descendant from 
Thomas Learmont of Erceldoune lulled by 
a cruel beauty, was Percy, Douglas, or 
Bruce; Muir felt for sure that those who 
represented Scotland were already 
‘powerless dead’.  
 
Muir was not able to treat the motif of 
Thomas the Rhymer in his modern ballad 
so directly as Scott and Davidson. Like his 
own favourite Romantic poet, Muir made 
another transformation necessary for his 
own identity consciousness of ‘half-a-Scot’. 
Muir’s skepticism and ambivalence 
towards his nation is clearly symbolized in 
“The Enchanted Knight”. 
 
 
                                                  

This work was supported by JSPS 
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1  On literary ballads of the nineteenth 
century and Tennyson as a refrain 
technician, see Nakashim “The Genealogy 
of English and Scottish Literary Balladry 
from the Early Eighteenth Century to the 

                                                                           
Nineteenth Century”, “A Phase of Literary 
Ballad of the Nineteenth Century — 
Tennyson and Carroll — ” (in Japanese), 
and “A Phase of Literary Ballad of the 
Nineteenth Century — “The Charge of the 
Light Brigade” as a Broadside Ballad — ” 
(in Japanese). 

2  The genealogy of “Thomas Rhymer” is 
briefly pointed out by the author in Sixty 
English Literary Ballads, 258-59.   

3 Murry scrutinizes the portrait of Thomas in 
“Introduction” of The Romance and 
Prophecies of Thomas of Erceldoune, 
ix-lxxxv. Kamata points out the physical 
relationship of Thomas and the fairy queen 
as one of the significant differences 
between Keats’s “La Belle Dame sans 
Merci” and the romance of Thomas in 
“Chapter III: A New Mythology: ‘La Belle 
Dame sans Merci’ as a Recreated Ballad” 
in Mythological Impersonation in John 
Keats (116-18).  

4 T. S. Eliot highly celebrates the simplicity 
of purpose of Kipling as a ballad writer: 
“What is unusual about Kipling’s ballads is 
his singleness of intention in attempting to 
convey no more to the simple minded than 
can be taken in on one reading or hearing. 
They are best when read aloud, and the 
ear requires no training to follow them 
easily. With this simplicity of purpose goes 
a consummate gift of word, phrase, and 
rhythm.” (On Poetry and Poets, 232)   

5 On the analysis of the plot, see Takamoto 
“The Narrative Paradoxes in Ellen 
Kushner’s Thomas the Rhymer” (in 
Japanese). 

6  On the discussion of Scottish national 
identity reflected on the imitations of 
“Thomas Rhymer”, see Nakashima 
“National Identity for Scott and Davidson 
as Imitators of ‘Thomas Rhymer’”. 

7  Kamata analyzes Keats’s characteristic 
meter in this ballad and its fresh effect in 
Mythological Impersonation (114-15).  

8  Trevelyan cites the twelfth stanza from 
Arnold in explaining the rapid progress of 
Parliament Enclosure: 

I know these slopes; who knows them  
                         if not I? 
  But many a dingle on the loved  
               hill-side, 
    With thorns once studded, old,  
                white-blossomed trees, 
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  Where thick the cowslips grew, an far  
                descried 
    High towered the spikes of purple  
                orchises, 
      Hath since our day put by 
The coronals of that forgotten time; 
  Down each green bank hath gone  
                 the ploughboy’s team, 
  And only in the hidden brookside  
               gleam 
Primroses, orphans of the flowery prime.  
               (111-20) 

9 Child edited the ballad in the headnote of 
“The Three Ravens” as its parody. The 
corbies sit on the white bone, pick out the 
blue eyes, and repair their nest with the 
golden hair of a new slain knight, because 
‘His hound is to the hunting gane, / His 
hawk to fetch the wild-fowl hame, / His 
lady’s ta’en another mate’ (9-11). The 
lonely knight symbolizes the transience of 
life: 

‘Mony a one for his makes mane, 
But nane sall ken where he is gane; 
Oer his whitebanes, when they are bare, 
The wind sall blaw for evermair.’   
                             (17-20) 

10 Muir remembers the beginning stanza of 
the translated version of the poem by 
Heine in Autobiography (144): 

Night lay upon my eyelids, 
  Upon my mouth lay lead; 
With rigid brain and bosom 
  I lay among the dead. 
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